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COMPARISON, &. 


0 DON'T propoſe to retail out 
che Tranſactions of my fa- 
mous Britiſh Society 'in a re- 
=> gular hiſtorical Manner, but 
only as they occur to my Mind and ſtrike 
my Fancy, agreeable totheHumourT may 
happen to be in. In the corrupt Times 
and Declenſion of the Soczety, Two Per- 
ſons, furniſh'd pretty equally with an 


Exuberance of Effrontery, were dignify*d 
by the Multitude with the diſtinguiſh'd 
: Appellations of Orator Bronſe and Ora- 


tor Bron/9 : Whether they deriv'd their 
Names from their reſpective Families, or 
from Talents more peculiar to themſelves 

A 2 than 


(4) 
than others, does not appear in my Manu- 
ſcript ; but the latter ſeems moſt pro- 
bable. They flouriſhed at the ſame Time, 
thoꝰ in different Situations. Bronſe was 
the degenerate Son of a good, honeſt, well- 
meaning Father; of a bold enterprizing 
Diſpoſition, and moſt obſtroperouſſy 
noiſy and facetious over a Cup. By Pro- 
feſſion a Druid, by Practice an affected 
Diſjenter to the utmoſt Extent of Affec- 
tation of diſſenting, ſo as to have tried and 
quarter'd the whole Circle of Religions, 
and to ſhelter himſelf at laſt in Superſti- 
| tion. Bronjo was the legitimate Deſcen- 
| dant of an Aſiatic Renagade, and like 
| him had a peculiar Genius for Plunder 
ſh and Diſſention: In his Coat of Arms he 
bore a Boatſwain's Whiſtle in a Swabber's 
Hand, and was a ſullen, gloomy, una- 
miable Character. Their Stories are ſo 
interwoven as to become inſeparable: 
Bronſe, by an early Miſapplication of his 
Time, and a boiſterous Exerciſe of uncom- 
mon Talents among Publicans and Sinners, 
fell into ſuch Diſrepute as to be ruſticated 
by the learned Londono to his Cure, which, 
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Vinchctits ! in tis Tewfer, and proflis 
er Jalbis Manners, he ſet zip a public 
Stage in the Shambjet;| mounted ix, and 
hung up- tie ſhameleſs Eng lf Dehance 
againſt the Law, again Vartueiand De: 
cency, while he impioũdſly moch d h 
God, and ridicul'd the Religion bf this 
Country, together with the whole Dru. 
idical Order. He drew the Dregs of che 
Multitude after him by his Ribaldryy 
and craclcing obſcene Jakes, like a Nu 
Pudding in Bartholomew Fair, at the 
fame Time that he was clad in the venet 
able Veſtments of the ſacred Order; *#d 
with the Volume of 'Salvation in his 
Hand; while his dirty Auditory, erying 


Smoke the Panſon, rang Peals of Marrow- 


Bone and ee. o their Otator 
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ld this odd Manner he proceeded, un- 
moletted by the Law and the Magiltrate, 


which drew! upon him the Envy of 


Bronſo, who:was reſolv'd to rival him, 
and 
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and ſet up for Fame in the General Court, 

where he had the Honour to be the law- 
ful Repreſentative of rhe Proprietors of 
an old decay'd Farm-Houſe, two ruin- 
ated Foundations, a compleat Hogſtye, 
a broken Sheepfoid, and a Henrooit ; 
Bronſe's laudable EleQtors ! Streighten'd 
in his Circumſtances, he came up to the 
General Court, bent to improve them at 
any Rate, and fo found Means to inſinuate 
himſelf with 'the antiquated Edentula 
Aurea, who had corruptly acquir'd an 
immenſe Fortune from the Society, by 
abuſing the Cretlulity of a generous Miſ- 
treſs, and facrificing the Honour of her 
Lord to mercenary. Views of Bargain 
and Sale. Bronſo obſerving ſhe affected 
to reward Patriotiſm in a high Character, 
who really was in the Court of Directors 
what Bronſo ſcem d to be in the General 
Court, thought fit to affect in his Turn; 
and perceiving Edentuia's Favour to the 
Oppoſition proceeded more from an im- 
placable Diſlike ſhe had conceiv'd a- 


gainſt the Virtues of the governing Fa- 


mily, than from any Love ſhe had to her 


Country, relolv'd to improve it to his 


Own 
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(7) 
own Advantage; and fo took all Oppor- 


tunities in his Invectives againſt Corrup- 


tion, Platemen, and Penfioners, not to 
forget the Governor, The Golden Dame 
became pleas'd with his Henleian Periods, 


which ſhe made him oft repeat and 
act by her Bed-ſide, where he paid very 
aſſiduous Court and Attendance, and fre- 
quently ſtoop'd ſo very low as to affiſt 


in the meaneſt Offices of an officious 


Nurſe. This gain'd ſo much upon her, 


that ſhe left him a very conſiderable Le- 
gacy, for ſerving his Country ſo well, hut 


with this private Article annex d, That 
Be was to accept of no Poſt under the Go- 


vernor, but to continue his Rancour at 
all Events, and thro'all Adminiſtrations, 


againſt him for ever: And thus, by a 
Diſſimulation as profound as that of 


Aurenzebe's, he robb'd one of the moſt 
amiable Members of the Court of Direc- 
tors of Part of that Fortune, which en 


to have deſcended to him. 


Edentuls died, the Times chang d, and 
Bronſo along with them, who, forgetting 
her Injunction, made his Court to the 

new 
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RCW: $ub-Greernarifor a Poſh. who. dil 
daiviog the errupt aud wicked Courſes 
of Jeviatbany: his Predeceſſor, Was de- 
termin'd to found his Adminiſtration 
in Virtue: This in no wWiſe co reſpond- 
ing with the Views of Brun, he had the 
Mea nneſs to deprecate! for his Invectives 
-with thoſe who had been one the Ob- 
ect of his Contempt; and ſo enliſted 
himſelf in the Service of Leviathan's 
rieche Remains, who: were underhand 
forming a Party to reinſtate lis corrupt 
Meaſures, ſo as to juſtify him and them- 
ſelves. Into tlus Scheme, unden the ſpe- 
cipus Pretence of Reformation and a 
Coalilion of Parties, they drew in ſome 
Malecontents, whoſe Expectations were 
balł d by the ub - Governors over looking 
their little Merit, or perhaps diſregard- 
_ dem as not worth his Attention. 


Ibey fought al Occaſions to put « their 
. in Execution, and ſince they 
could not find a real Object for Clamour, 
they reſolꝰ d to make one by Miſrepreſen- 
tation and Calumay, and ſo pitch d upon 
Bra ta Wund the infamous Trumpet 
WG of 


8 
of Sedition. The dirty Work ſuited his 
railing Genius well, which he perform'd 
ſo very boiſterouſly as tho' the Manes of 
the vociferous Boat ſivain had inſpir'd his 


turbulent Mind with Matter, and his 


unmannerly Tongue with Language to 
utter it. The Sub-Governor, allow d by 
all Parties and Diſtinctions of Men as 
the molt conſummate Politician of the 
Age, which a Series of many Years had 
gloriouſiy manifeſted in a ſteady, virtu- 
ous, and well animated Oppoſition to the 
deſtructive Meaſures of Leviathan, and 
his petty Inſtruments of Power. I fay 
this great Man was traduc'd by Orator 
Bronjſo as a Novice in negociating a 
Treaty, which, from his own narrow 
Conception, or from the Rancour of his 
Mind, he calPd dangerous to the Society; 
whereas, it evidently appear'd to have 
been wiſely calculated for its Good, and 
in the Event prov'd to be the moſt uſe- 
ful that had been negociated in the Courſe 
of thirty Years before; which would 
have turn'd to the Confuſion of any Per- 
ſon with leſs Bronze than our State Orator, 


B Not 
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Not content with caſting the filthy 
Sweepings of Billingſgate in the Face of 
the Sub-Governor, he attack'd the Go- 
vernor himſelf, his Family, and native 
Country, with ſuch a Profufion of Scur- 
rility as was never heard in the General 
Court before : He inſinuated Miſconduct 
in Battle againſt him, and even an 
Abſence of Courage, the glorious Cha- 
racteriſtic of his younger Days and Fa- 
mily! tho” it was notorious, that, by the 
Governor's Conduct alone, he had extri- 
cated the Army from ſome Difficulties 
which a Diſſention among his Generals 
had brought it into; and that, by his 
perſonal Courage, he had led his brave 
Troops thro' ſuperior Numbers of the 
Enemy, which, in oppoſing his Paſlage, 
he left countleſs gaſping, or dead, upon 
the bloody Field, while he purſued his 
Purpoſe, and march'd victorious to join 
his Allies; which the invidious Bronſo 
malignantly would have ſullied with the 
ignominious Stains of a Flight, to gratify 
the Views of his coaliz ing Friends. 


As 
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As nothing could recommend him 
more to the Favour of the Coalition, and 
eſpecially to his more immediate Patrons 
the Two Brothers, he became exceeding- 
ly careſs'd by them; while, growing 
elate with his dirty Oratory, he was re- 
ſolv'd to ſhew his Talents were not fo 
much turn'd to Invective, but that he 
could play the Ambodexter, and excel in 
Panegyric on Occaſion; fo ſignalizing 
one of the Two Brothers for the Object 
of it, he forc'd an Opportunity in the 
General Court to oratorize his Praiſe, 
which he did in ſuch fulſome Daubings, 
as nothing but the moſt conſummate 
Aſſurance and abject Flattery could give, 
and the moſt extravagant Vanity and 
Self-Conceit receive. 


But nothing was fo diverting, and at 
the ſame Time fo aſtoniſhing, than to 
hear, ſometime after, the venal Bronſo 
labouring thro' the arduous Task which 
his new Patrons had impos'd upon him, 
and exceeded the Severity of Egyptian 
Task- Maſters: It was worſe than making 
Brick without Straw, as it was to make 


2 Speech without Matter, and againſt 
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Truth and Conviction too notorious to 
be deny'd, in Juſtification of thoſe very 
Meaſures under them, as he had ſcurri- 
louſly decry'd and revil'd under the laſt 
Sub-Governor. He proceeded however 
with unparallel'd Effrontery, nor heſi- 
tated to give himſelf the Lie in every 
Particular which his Rancour had 
prompted him to advance before; and 
perceiving one half of the Court was 
in a contemptuous Laugh, and the other 
in a diſguſtful Aſtoniſhment, he con- 
cluded with an audacious Appeal to his 
OWN'UNEMBARRASS'D CouNTENANCE. 
So great a Diſregard to Decency, ſo in- 
ſolent an Impoſit ion on the Underſtand- 
ing of the Auditory, and ſo profligate 
a Proſtitution of Conſcience, ſhock'd 
even {ome of the very Friends of Cor- 
ruption itſelf, and diſguſted others ſo, 
that they abandon'd the Patron, and de- 
ſpis'd the Proſtitute ! 


Triumphant in the Succeſs of hypo- 
critical Fraud on the credulous and vin- 
dictive Edentula, to the apparent Injury 

of her lawful Inheritors, whom he had, 
20 | | in 
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in a great Meaſure, meanly ſupplanted, 
reeking with the Steams of Calumny 
and Defamation againſt every thing that 
was great, good, and commendable, the 
Governor, his illuſtrious Race, his Coun- 
try and Friends, and even the Arms and 
martial Proweſs of his own Country- 
.men, vilely doing the dirty Buſineſs of 
an ill-concerted Coalition and the Enemy 
together, -- was this ill-manner'd Ther- 
ſites moſt cruelly cbtruded, not only into 
the Preſence of the juſtly offended Aga- 
memron, but into one of the moſt lucra- 
tive Poſts under him in the Diſpoſition 
of Caſh; where, but a very few Years 
before, he would not have been truſted 
with a petty Clerk's Place, for Fear of 


Temptation and the ſtrong Impulſe of 
Neceſſity. 


My Manuſcript reflects with Con- 
cern to find the Governor, not only re- 
fus'd the Privilege in common with the 
meaneſt Inhabitant in the Kingdom, of 
appointing his own Servants, but over- 
power'd by the unexampled Conduct of 
thoſe already in his Service, to receive 

| into 
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into it a Perſon who had made himſelf 
fo very diſagreeable to him; tho? he re- 
ſifted their Importunity long, it was in 
vain, for they perſiſted in their Demand, 
and made a Point of carrying it, ſo far 
as firſt to threaten, and then to take Ad- 
vantage of a critical Time, when the 
Affairs of the Society were, by their 
own Miſmanagement and Ignorance, in 
the utmoſt Diſtraction and Diſtreſs, to 
withdraw from his Service. The Go- 
vernor was glad of the Occafion, but 
furprized to ſee a Sett of People fo ready 
to quit what they had, nor long betore, 
ſought to retain in the molt deprecating 
Terms and abject Submiſſion; he com- 
manded the late Sub- Governor to reſume 
his- Office, who, after giving Way to the 
firſt Sallies of his injur'd Malter's juſt 
Reſentment, took an Opportunity of 
cooler Moments to unveil the Myſtery of 
their Conduct, by repreſenting © The 
* Unſeaſonableneſs and Inconventence, 
© both to himſelf and to the Society, of 
changing Hands at that Juncture, as 
the Buſineſs ot the Year was unpro- 
« vided tor, and the Seaſon- too far ad- 
52 « yanced 
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te vanced to re-conlider it ;' and; thaty 
« conſidering the Labyrinth of Diſor 
« der and Confuſion they had involved 
« the public Affairs in, he could notido 


« them a greater Pleaſure chan te pers ' 


« mit them to withdraw from - theit 
«© 0Wn,Intricacies : Beſides, the Dangee 
« of their joining the Arms of the In- 
« ſurgents, which, as they had for their 
« own Safety and Views ſuffered to riſe 
eto fo great an Height, they might, 
from the ſame Motive, and a Deſpe- 


e ration, contribute to their final Su- 


« ceſs:ꝰ And therefore wiſely pray d 
him to recall the Abdicated, and tempo- 
rize with their Iafolence till better 
Times; which was accordingly done, 
but upon Condition however, to pro- 
vide ſuch a Station for Bronfo, as might 
never bring him into his Preſence; tor 
which Reaſon he was to be tranſported 
tor haif a Place to a Country, ſaid to 
abound with Families of his own Name 
and Quality : But the aforementioned 
Poſt becoming vacant, they broke Terms 
with their Mafter, and filled it up with 
the proſtituted Bronſo, whom they like- 

wiſe 
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wiſe' introduced into the Committee of 
| RW | 


Fer droge, perceiving himſelf outdone 
by the emulating Bron, for no other 
Reaſon than that he was more modeſt 
in his Oratory, reſolved to run the ſame 
Lengths, and attack the Governor and 
his Court too, and ſpare them not, un- 
der Shelter of certain Puns and Conun- 
drums, which he poured out moſt plen- 
tifully from his Stage Roſtrum; but run- 
ning out beyond the Bounds of Cover, 
he was catched, diſmounted, accuſed, 
and turned over into the Iron Hands of 
Power ; where he became woefully con- 
vinced, that it was much ſafer to abuſe 
the Governor and his Family alone, than 
in Conjunction with his Officers, and 
that InveCtives uttered within the Walls 
of Privilege, in Combination with the 
Great, are mnch more tollerable than 
thoſe delivered under the frail Authority 
of the Order of Drutds, within the 
Boundaries of the Shambles. It has not 
yet clearly appeared ro me what became 
of Bronſe, though there is ſomething 
in 


(17) . " 
is my Manuſcript that ſeems to infer, , 
be was hanged at 7-1, for the very 
ſame Thing, and by the very ſame Men, 
as his Pupil Bronſo was preferred at / | 
C—t. | 
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Tlle Crucem precium ſecleris tulit, bie Diadena. 


FrS FX F' 


